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SUBJECT: FONMIN JOBERT'S TRAVELS 

REF.: PARIS 2130 

1. FOLLOWING THE WEEKLY COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING TODAY, 

FRENCH GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN LECAT ANNOUNCED THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
JOBERT "DID NOT CONCLUDE ANY AGREEMENTS TO BUY OR SELL ANYTHING" 
DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA, KUWAIT AND SYRIA. ARMS 
QUESTIONS WERE DISCUSSED BUT NO COMMITMENTS WERE MADE. THE PURPOSE 
OF JOBERT'S VOYAGE, LECAT SAID, WAS TO SET THE GROUND WORK FOR 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH THOSE COUNTRIES AND AS SUCH WAS TO 
EXAMINE THEIR LONG TERM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. TO THIS END A 
MIXED FRANCO-SAUDI DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION WAS ESTABLISHED AS 
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2. IT WAS ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT JOBERT WILL VISIT BAGHDAD IN 
FEBRUARY AND THAT TRIPS TO OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES WILL FOLLOW. 

IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, LECAT REPORTEDLY SAID JOBERT WOULD 
RETURN FROM IRAQ BEFORE THE WASHINGTON CNFERENCE AND THAT THE 
QUESTION OF A VISIT TO JERUSALEM HAD NOT BEEN DISCUSSED AT TODAY'S 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. STONE 
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